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TRIBUTE TO RAY WOLFE

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2000

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise before
you today to honor Ray Wolfe of Edwardsville,
IL. Ray is a veteran of World War II, whose
army unit liberated the notorious Buchenwald
death camp in Germany.

Ray is speaking out about the Holocaust.
He has been interviewed by many as a wit-
ness to the Holocaust and its horrific events.
Ray was invited back to Germany five years
ago for the 50th anniversary of the Buchen-
wald liberation.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank
Ray for his service to his country. His willing-
ness to bring light to the Holocaust and to
teach us about its horrors makes us eternally
grateful.
f

SALUTING THE PASADENA PLAY-
HOUSE: CELEBRATING 75 YEARS
OF LOCAL COMMITMENT TO THE
ARTS

HON. JAMES E. ROGAN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2000

Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, one of the most
important and active centers for the arts in
Southern California is the Pasadena Play-
house. Later this month, this distinguished the-
atre company will celebrate its 75th anniver-
sary. In recognition of this achievement, and in
gratitude for the center’s contributions to the
arts in Pasadena, Los Angeles County, and to
the state of California, I ask my colleagues to
join me in saluting the Pasadena Playhouse.

The Pasadena Playhouse began as nothing
but a dream. After a group of dedicated Pasa-
dena area residents united to promote the
arts, the center opened its doors in May 1925.
Since then, it has grown from a small commu-
nity theater company into a national arts lead-
er, taking musicals, dramas and other stage
performances from concept planning to open-
ing day.

In the years since its opening, the Pasa-
dena Playhouse has revolutionized theater
arts in Southern California. To many in the in-
dustry, the playhouse has put Southern Cali-
fornia stage productions on the map. Numer-
ous productions have moved on from Pasa-
dena to Broadway, were made into feature
films or continued on as national touring
shows. In 1996, the production, Sisterella
broke local house records receiving eight
NAACP Theatre Awards, including Best Play.
This is just one of the many successful shows
to open in Pasadena every year.

In addition, the theatre has become the cen-
ter of a large community-based arts program.
The Pasadena Playhouse is home to a half-
dozen original plays each year, with 300 an-
nual performances. The artists who produce,
write, direct and star in these plays have also
played a vital role in the community, leading
lecture series, arts programs, classes and
open houses for residents young and old.

On the occasion of its 75th anniversary, the
theatre has been recognized as the state the-

atre of California. To help the city and the
state commemorate this significant occasion, I
ask my colleagues to join me in saluting the
men and women who have brought the arts to
our community for nearly a century, and
helped to put Pasadena and Southern Cali-
fornia on the map in the theatre world: Con-
gratulations to the Pasadena Playhouse for 75
successful years.
f

REMEMBERING JAMES BYRD
JUNIOR

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2000

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
today I express my grief and shame that after
2 years from the date of James Byrd Junior’s
vicious murder on a paved road in Jasper
County, TX, that the Bipartisan Hate Crimes
Prevention Act of 1999 has not become law.

Only recently have men been indicted to
face trial in the nearly 40-year-old murders of
three African-American children who were
killed one Sunday morning by a bomb while
they participated in services at the 16th Street
Baptist Church. This terrible act galvanized the
civil rights movement and began a shout for
justice, which may at last be answered in a
court of law as two Ku Klux Klansmen in Ala-
bama’s Jefferson County are finally being
brought to justice for the 1963 bombing.

As the years passed from the time of the
bombing, it was felt that America had made
great strides until the night of June 7, 1998
when this Nation’s deepest sin was revealed
by the murder of James Byrd Jr.

There is no case, which more graphically re-
minds this Nation that the submerged intoler-
ance caused by racism that the steeps
throughout the fabric of our society can erupt
into gangrenous crimes of hate violence like
the murder of James Byrd in Jasper, TX.

We mark the second anniversary of his kill-
ing today with 1-minute speeches so that we
can impress upon our fellow Members of the
House the importance of passing strengthened
hate crimes legislation.

The lynching of James Byrd struck at the
consciousness of our Nation, but we have let
complacency take the place of unity in the
face of unspeakable evil. It was difficult to
imagine how in this day and age that two
white supremacists beat Byrd senseless,
chained him by the ankles to a pickup truck
and then dragged him to his death over 3
miles of country back roads.

I regret to inform this body that the Chief
Executive of Texas did not attend Mr. Byrd’s
funeral and was active in opposing the pas-
sage of stronger hate crime legislation for the
State of Texas. This level of passivity on the
part of leadership in response to this terrible
crime has left this Nation without the critical
leadership it needs to face the truth regarding
hate crime in American society.

Since James Byrd Jr’s death our Nation has
experienced an alarming increase in hate vio-
lence directed at men, women and even chil-
dren of all races, creeds and colors.

Ronald Taylor traveled to the eastside of
Pittsburgh, in what has been characterized, as
an act of hate violence to kill three and wound
two in a fast food restaurant. Eight weeks

later, in Pittsburgh, Richard Baumhammers,
armed with a .357-caliber pistol, traveled 20
miles across the west side of Pittsburgh which
now leaves him charged with killing five. His
shooting victims included a Jewish woman, an
Indian, ‘‘Vietnamese,’’ Chinese, and several
black men.

The decade of the 1990’s saw an unprece-
dented rise in the number of hate groups
preaching violence and intolerance, with more
than 50,000 hate crimes reported during the
years 1991 through 1997. The summer of
1999 was dubbed ‘‘The Summer of Hate’’ as
each month brought forth another appalling in-
cident, commencing with a 3-day shooting
spree aimed at minorities in the Midwest and
culminating with an attack on mere children in
California. From 1995 through 1999, there has
been 206 different arson or bomb attacks on
churches and synagogues throughout the
United States—an average of one house of
worship attacked every week.

Like the rest of the nation, some in Con-
gress have been tempted to dismiss these
atrocities as the anomalous acts of lunatics,
but news accounts of this homicidal fringe are
merely the tip of the iceberg. The beliefs they
act on are held by a far larger, though less
visible, segment of our society. These atroc-
ities, like the wave of church burnings across
the South, illustrate the need for continued
vigilance and the passage of the Hate Crimes
Prevention Act.

This legislation will make it easier for Fed-
eral authorities to assist in the prosecution of
racial, religious and ethnic violence, in the
same way that the Church Arson Prevention
Act of 1996 helped Federal prosecutors com-
bat church arson: By loosening the unduly
rigid jurisdictional requirements under federal
law. Current law (18 U.S.C.A. 245) only cov-
ers a situation where the victim is engaging in
certain specified federally protected activities.
The legislation will also help plug loopholes in
State criminal law, as 10 States have no hate
crime laws on the books, and another 21
States fail to specify sexual orientation as a
category for protection. This legislation cur-
rently has 191 cosponsors, but has had no
legislative activity in this House.

It is long past time that Congress passed a
comprehensive law banning such atrocities. It
is a Federal crime to hijack an automobile or
to possess cocaine, and it ought to be a Fed-
eral crime to drag a man to death because of
his race or to hang a person because of his
or her sexual orientation. These are crimes
that shock and shame our national conscience
and they should be subject to Federal law en-
forcement assistance and prosecution.

Therefore, I would urge fellow members of
the United States House of Representatives to
be counted among those who will stand for
justice in this country for all Americans and
nothing else.
f

TRIBUTE TO MARY ANN
BARTUSCH AND ROSEANN
PALLADINO, LONGTIME CHICAGO
EDUCATORS

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2000
Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-

ute to two longtime educators who are retiring
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from the Chicago Public School system (CPS)
this year. After several years of tremendous
service, Mary Ann Bartusch and Roseann
Palladino will be leaving Byrne Elementary
School in Southwest Chicago. These teachers
are perfect examples of the continuously hard-
working, but often-unrecognized efforts of
teachers in the 3rd Congressional District of Il-
linois. It gives me great pride to share with
you their stories and accomplishments.

Mary Ann Bartusch graduated from Bradley
University in Peoria, Illinois, majoring in
Speech Language Pathology. For 34 years,
Mary Ann served the Chicago Public Schools
as a speech language pathologist. She began
her career at Baum Elementary School (now
Tonti Elementary School). In addition to John
F. Kennedy High School, she then served at
John C. Dore, Blair, Kinzie, Francis McKay,
Mark Twain, Sawyer, and Michael M. Byrne
Elementary Schools. For over three decades,
Mary Ann gained the trust and love of her
often disadvantaged students who found com-
munication with her remarkably easy.

Mary Ann’s avocations included volunteering
for local Brownies and Girl Scouts organiza-
tions. Her daughters were active in 4H and re-
ceived several awards, gaining their mother’s
pride. In Mary Ann’s well-deserved leisure
time, she pursues gardening and air-travel.

Roseann Palladino spent over 35 years in
Chicago as a distinguished science teacher. In
1964, she graduated from Chicago Teacher’s
College with a Bachelors of Education (B.E.)
degree. Eleven years later, she received a
Master of Arts (M.A.) degree from the Illinois
Institute of Technology’s (IIT) Design program.

Her service to Chicago’s youth began at
Gershwin Elementary School, where she
served for 81⁄2 years. After 15 years at Morrill,
she spent the last 12 years at Byrne Elemen-
tary.

Over the years, Roseann participated in
several school trips, and appropriately re-
ceived numerous awards and recognition.
Commenting on her retirement, Roseann hum-
bly stated: ‘‘My thanks for all my years of serv-
ice in Chicago is the love and success I see
in all the children I have taught.’’

Again, I was pleased to learn of the retire-
ment and wonderfully productive lives of Mary
Ann Bartusch and Roseann Palladino. In a
time when these educators are receiving nu-
merous recognition and praise, I gladly echo
my own thanks from the halls of the U.S. Con-
gress. These two educators represent the day-
to-day hard work and compassion that steer
Chicago’s youth toward successful futures. Mr.
Speaker, I wish Mary Ann Bartusch and
Roseann Palladino a well-deserved long and
happy retirement.
f

TRIBUTE TO JOHN FRIDLEY

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2000

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise before
you today to commend John Fridley of New
Baden, IL. John has devoted his time and en-
ergy to being a servant and volunteer in his
community. Besides the demand of a full-time
job and continuing education, John has spent
hours volunteering for youth sports, edu-
cational, church, and charity work.

He is now a member of the Wesclin Com-
munity Unit School board, as well as the
board of the Kaskaskia Special School District
and the advisory board at Belleville Area Col-
lege for Office Administration and Technology.
John is also very involved in his local church,
St. George’s Catholic Church.

John understands what it means to serve
others, and because of this I want to recog-
nize his efforts to make his community a bet-
ter place to live. I thank him for his dedication
and commitment.
f

HONORING THE CAREER OF
GINGER BREMBERG

HON. JAMES E. ROGAN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2000
Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, last month, the

City of Glendale witnessed the end of an era
in local politics: longtime public servant Ginger
Bremberg retired from office. Ginger is a sea-
soned politician, more focused on doing what
was right than doing what is easy.

After nearly a decade and a half, she has
left her mark on Glendale. Today, my home-
town is one of the most prosperous and fis-
cally healthy cities in the region. In recognition
of Ginger’s service and dedication to our com-
munity, I ask my colleagues here with me
today to join me in saluting Ginger Bremberg.

Ginger did not come to elected office early
in life, or out of aspirations of higher office.
After graduating from Beloit College in Wis-
consin, she moved across the country with her
husband Bruce and their young family. She fo-
cused on raising her two sons Chuck and
Blair. In her spare time, she volunteered with
community or education organizations.

More than two decades ago, Ginger moved
to Glendale, California, bringing with her this
solid background of service. In 1981, she was
elected to the Glendale City Council, as the
largest single vote-getter. She served on the
council until this year, including three terms as
mayor.

On the Glendale City Council, Ginger built a
reputation as a straight-talking official, willing
to stand for principle before politics. She im-
mersed herself in policy details, studying for
hours how potential decisions would affect not
just her city, but each of its residents.

At City Hall, Ginger focused on revitalizing
Glendale’s economic base, bringing in new
businesses, corporate headquarters and thou-
sands of new jobs. Working overtime every
week, she put her constituents first—she kept
her telephone number and home address list-
ed, and frequently talked from home with area
residents who were pleased when their mayor
answered her home phone.

Ginger also worked as a member of Presi-
dent Reagan’s National Council on Historic
Preservation. She worked tirelessly to pre-
serve open space and historic resources in
Glendale, while working to make the city
friendly to homeowners and businesses alike.
Ginger has built a reputation for fairness, hon-
esty and service with integrity.

In recognition of her two decades of service
to our community, and in gratitude for her
commitment to making the City of Glendale
the best it can be, I ask my colleagues here
today to join me in saluting the career of Gin-
ger Bremberg.

SALUTE TO THE MAKE-A-WISH
FOUNDATION

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2000
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

salute the 20th anniversary of the Make-A-
Wish Foundation, which has brought happi-
ness and joy to thousands of children around
the world. On April 29, a seven-year-old boy
in Arizona had one wish: he wanted to be-
come a police officer. Friends and neighbors
granted his wish. The boy became an hon-
orary state trooper and received his own uni-
form. From this boy’s experience arose the
Make-A-Wish Foundation.

Twenty years later, the organization has ful-
filled the wishes of more than 500 District of
Columbia children and more than 80,000
worldwide. In the last year alone, the Founda-
tion has granted the wishes of 70 District chil-
dren who are fighting life-threatening illnesses.

This year, the Make-A-Wish Foundation will
grant the wishes of approximately 8,000 chil-
dren. Some of the popular wishes, of course,
include a trip Walt Disney World, computers,
shopping sprees and visits with celebrities. But
each year, about 25 children ask for trips to
our nation’s capital, where they witness what
District residents have always known—that
Washington, D.C., is a beautiful city with kind
and generous citizens.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in this 20th anniversary salute to the Make-A-
Wish Foundation for a job well done.
f

A SALUTE TO REPRESENTATIVE
STEPHEN S.F. CHEN

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2000

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, since the Re-
public of China moved its seat of government
to Taiwan in 1949, it has overcome many dif-
ficulties and achieved many successes. Where
Taiwan was once a war-torn island with a per
capita annual income of less than $300, today
that figure has surpassed $13,000. Taiwan is
now an economic powerhouse and one of the
largest markets for U.S. products in the world.
Already, Taiwan holds the third largest foreign
exchange reserves in the world, and this year,
its economy is expected to grow by another
6.7 percent.

Taiwan’s successes have not been limited
strictly to the realm of economics. Over the
last few decades, Taiwan has consolidated its
status as one of Asia’s most vibrant and viable
democracies. Following the lifting of bans on
the creation of new political parties and the
growth of the free media in the 1980s, Taiwan
has gradually expanded the scope of its elec-
toral politics by holding direct elections for the
President and the Parliament. This year, on
March 18, the people of Taiwan once again
exercised their democratic rights and elected a
new administration that will take office on May
20.

This unprecedented development will mark
the first peaceful exchange of ruling power
from one political party to another in the his-
tory of Chinese civilization and will enhance
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